Apnea of prematurity.
Apnea is a common, treatable disorder of respiration in premature infants, which usually resolves over time. The definition and classification of apnea are discussed, as well as its epidemiology and natural history. The pathophysiology of apnea is considered in detail, including the chemosensory and reflex input that modulates respiration and the involvement of upper airway control in the etiology of obstructive apnea. Finally, diagnosis and therapy are reviewed, and the relationship of apnea of prematurity to the underlying disorder in sudden infant death syndrome is considered.